
 

Honourable Mandela 

A lesson to be taught 

2014 Academic year comes just after the loss of our most beloved  former president Dr. Nelson Rolihlahla 
Mandela. The hero who went beyond the call of duty and became a global teacher  lessons would keep on inspiring the 
world till eternity. 

 President Barrack Obama said: 

“ Mandela taught us the power of action, but also ideas; the importance of reason and arguments; the need to study not 
only those you agree with, but those who you don’t.  He understood that ideas cannot be contained by prison walls, or 
extinguished by a sniper’s bullet.  He turned his trial into an indictment of apartheid because of his eloquence and passion, 
but also his training as an advocate. He used decades in prison to sharpen his arguments, but also to spread his thirst for 
knowledge to others in the movement.  And he learned the language and customs of his oppressor so that one day he 
might better convey to them how their own freedom depended upon his.” 

As Mandela opened door for us to learn from him, now it the time for us to teach the lessons he taught us – LEARN AND 
TEACH! 

Mandela’s middle name Rohlihlala means ‘troublemaker’ in his native isiXhosa. During his lifetime, Mandela was called 
many names: ‘terrorist’, ‘agitator’ and ‘communist.’ Yet none of these names impacted Tata’s vision of himself and his 
struggle. Our ability to name our struggle and ourselves is the power to define our legacy. We must teach African children 
to define themselves and their struggle even in the face of a global narrative that will characterize them as suffering, 
helpless and wretched. As young Africans, we must teach them to define the pride in this collective surname, as Tata did, 
and maintain the vision possible in this naming of ourselves. 

In an instant age of social media and viral videos, time is distorted. Mandela spent 27 years in prison. We must teach 
children what long journeys entail and how we must never lose sight of what we are building. We struggle because we are 
meant to win, because in the decision to struggle there is the very transformation of our natures from passive acceptance 
to active resistance. 

During these days of grief, our children will and must see us mourn, but they must also know that we have not suffered a 
loss. We are not lesser for Tata Mandela’s absence. In his life and story we have inherited a road map for justice and 
inspiration for equality. We must continue to point our children toward the spaces where injustice reigns and show them 
how persistence and courage must and will win. 

We must share with them the stories of an Africa that is picking up where Mandela left: perhaps not of leaders and 
crumbling infrastructures, but of community empowerment, of digital advancement, of African ownership and 
accountability, of resilience and dignity and peacemaking. 

These stories must include African women. The principal women in Mandela’s life were and are freedom fighters. Winnie 
Mandela and Graca Machel fought beside and in the place of men to create just societies. Our young girls and boys must 
know these models of women warriors. So often, their battles are within their own societies that relegate women to the 
sidelines. We must always feature the narratives of women succeeding despite the odds. Every partnership must be one of 
equals. How we treat others is an indication of how we treat ourselves, and we must teach our boys and girls this principle. 

Finally, in our mourning we must remind the world that we sing and dance because we are alive. We must let the world 
hear our war cry. Yes, our elder statesman, our bright and shining star, Africa’s father has ascended, but the continent 
that birthed and nurtured him is far from over. We have a thousand million more watching in the wings. 



Learn from the Legacy of this global icon and enhance not only your own life but lives of the entire society around you! 

By : Sihlangu S.S (Deputy Principal) 

(Adapted from Karima Grant) 

  

 


